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2012 ‐ No. 1 GeoSpatial Scholarship 

To reward outstanding students in geospatial technologies, St. Louis Region, ASPRS organized 
its 2011 GeoSpatial Scholarship.  The annual scholarship is open to all students attending any educational 
institution in the St. Louis Region.   

The scholarship was officially announced to the public on Sep. 19, 2011.  The application deadline was 
Oct. 14, 2011.  We received eight applications.  One applicant is an undergraduate student, six are 
Master’s students, and one is a PhD student.  They are from six universities in the St. Louis Region, 
including Iowa State University, Northwest Missouri State University, Southern Illinois University –
Carbondale, the University of Missouri – Columbia, the University of Nebraska – Lincoln, and the 
University of North Dakota.  

All of the applications were evaluated by a panel of three judges.  The following criteria were used for 
evaluation: completeness of application materials, current study relevant to GeoSpatial disciplines or 
industries, overall schoolwork and GPA, a recommendation letter, work history and leadership, financial 
need, and overall presentation.  On Oct. 31, 2011, judges came to a conclusion and decided to award 
the 2011 GeoSpatial Scholarship to Mr. Zachary Keninger from the Department of Natural Resource 
Ecology and Management at Iowa State University.   

Zach is an MS student pursuing a degree in Forestry.  He was introduced to GIS back in 2008 through 
coursework at Iowa State University.  Since then, he has had his passion and career goals set in GIS.  In 
his current thesis research, he incorporates the Soil Water Assessment Tool (SWAT) model, the National 
Land Cover Data (NLCD) dataset, and the GAP Analysis Program (GAP) into hydrologic studies.   

Zach received a formal letter, a certificate, a check for $500, and a one‐year complimentary ASPRS 
student membership.  This scholarship will give him some financial relief and help him to focus more on 
his schoolwork, as well as to join ASPRS as a student member.  Congratulations to Zach for his 
outstanding academic accomplishments.   

The Saint Louis Region, ASPRS extends its appreciation to the three judges for reviewing and evaluating 
the applications. Attached please find an image of the formal letter and certificate to Mr. Zachary Kenninger.   



A copy of the letter that was sent to Zach to inform him of his 
accomplishment.  



The formal certificate that Zach received for his scholarship  


