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January 2011 – The St. Louis Region, ASPRS has been a proud sponsor of the St. Louis Science Fair by 
encouraging student involvement and presenting special awards to projects that address geospatial technologies 
and/or environmental issues. Recently, the normal operations of the St. Louis Science Fair were unfortunately 
impacted by the economic downturn which caused one of the Science Fair’s major contributors to withdraw 
support. Monsanto Corporation continues its 50% contribution of $65K.   The Saint Louis Post-Dispatch 
newspaper profiled the woes of this fair and others across the region in December 2010.  The Academy of 
Science sent a letter to all organizations that judge the science fair asking for contributions. 

A short time later, Mary Burke, St. Louis Academy of Science Executive Director, received  a call from 
MEMC, a company based in O'Fallon, Mo., specializing in semiconductors and solar technology. MEMC, Inc. 
pledged continuing significant financial support to the St. Louis Science Fair.  

An article in the St. Louis Post Dispatch on 19 January 2011 stated that a local company has stepped forward to 
cover the $65K funding gap and other companies are also contributing. On Tuesday, Mary Burke, the Science 
Academy's Executive Director, announced that MEMC Electronic Materials Inc. has pledged to fill a budget 
hole with a contribution of $70,000 toward this year's fair. The company cemented its pledge last week, with the 
possibility of repeating the donation in years to come, Burke said. "It's like a dream come true," Burke said.  

Other companies also have stepped forward. MECS, a Chesterfield company that designs sulfuric acid plants, 
contributed $5,000, and Burke expects others to pledge.  Burke had worried that she would have to cut 
scholarships this year, but she now will expand them.  

Fair organizers plan to award $40,000 worth of them this year — $12,500 more than last year. 

 "Science education is like a brick wall. You put brick upon brick, and that starts in elementary school," said 
Greg Wilson, director of corporate business development at MEMC and a chemical engineer. Build that wall 
high enough, and a company like MEMC has a future employee.  Wilson said the company hopes to designate 
scholarships for fair projects that deal with renewable energy, especially solar. 

The St. Louis Region sent the following letter to MEMC, Inc. to appreciate their generosity.   

 

February 2011 ‐ The St. Louis Region is on Facebook. Visit us at http://www.facebook.com/pages/Asprs-St-
Louis-Region/171360232873977  

 
~Jerry Lenczowski 



                American Society for  
                        Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing 
                                          Saint Louis Region  

 
                               THE IMAGING & GEOSPATIAL INFORMATION SOCIETY 

 
 

Jan. 28, 2011 

To:  MEMC Electronic Materials, Inc.  
501 Pearl Drive 
P.O. Box 8 St. Peters, MO 63376-0008 
 

Re: Appreciation of your support to St. Louis Science Fair 

To Whom It May Concern,  

 As the President of St. Louis Region, ASPRS, I join my colleagues in expressing our sincere 
appreciation on your recent contribution to St. Louis Academy of Science in support of the St. Louis Science 
Fair.   

 ASPRS is a non-for-profit organization focusing on the use of geospatial technologies, such as 
photogrammetry, remote sensing, geographic information system (GIS), and global positioning system (GPS).  
We have proudly supported the St. Louis Science Fair for over 20 years by encouraging student involvement 
and presenting special awards to projects that address geospatial technologies and/or environmental issues.   

 Although, the recent economic downturn caused challenges in normal operations of the St. Louis 
Science Fair, it is exciting news to learn that MEMC, Inc. has pledged significant financial support.  We 
applaud your generosity and effort.  We are certain that your contributions will go a long way in impacting all 
of the students participating in the St. Louis Science Fair.  We will continue to recognize participating young 
people for their science curiosity and their projects.  These will be the next generation of scientists that expand 
and refine the academic disciplines underlying our and your company’s business. 

Sincerely,  

Ming 

/s/ Ming-Chih Hung 

----------------------------------- 
Ming-Chih Hung, Ph.D. 
President, St. Louis Region, ASPRS 
 
Department of Geology/Geography 
Northwest Missouri State University 
800 University Drive 
Maryville, MO 64468 
Phone: (660) 562-1797      Fax: (660) 562-1055      mhung@nwmissouri.edu 
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